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‘DESIGN OF EMOTION : 
Robotics and the New 
Humanoid Paradigm’ 
 
In association with Dubai Design Week 
 
OPENS Monday, November 13th, 2017  
RUNS UNTIL November 27th, 2017  

With tours by Dr. Nikolaos Mavridis - academic and 
creator of cutting-edge Intelligent Systems and 
Robots 

Ideas and realities of artificial intelligence 
(AI) have been with us for almost a 
century. More recently we are seeing an 
expansion of a new kind: the humanoid 
robot, with Japanese design teams, and 
one particular UAE-based lab, being at 
the forefront of this r/evolution. 

Highly complex, increasingly human-like, 
emotionally intelligent companions are 
being designed. These humanoids will be 
as common as TVs and we will find them 
contemplating on our Eames loungers 
sooner than we can imagine. 

‘Design has a central role to play in this 
process, for it is designers who shape the 
interfaces between humans and machines. 
Whereas robotics used to be the exclusive 
domain of engineers and IT experts, today 
designers are helping to shape the current 
boom in robotics in key ways. It is they 
who decide how and where we encounter 
robots, what kind of relationship we form 
with them, and how we interact with them 
– or they with us.’ - #hellorobot 

In doing so, they are faced with one of the 
biggest challenges yet; the design of 
emotions. Emotions expressed; emotions 
recognised; in some cases, even emotions 
shared and controlled. Is it even possible? 

At CHI-KA, in collaboration with Dr. 
Nikolaos Mavridis, PhD from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), Director of ‘Interactive Robots and 
Media Laboratory’ (IRML), and creator of 
the first Arabic language dialogic robot 
‘Ibn Sina,’ we will give visitors a creative, 
interactive insight into this uncanny and 
still surrealistic world of designed robotic 
futures and new human paradigms. 

 
 
 

CHI-KA presents ‘DESIGN OF EMOTION: 
Robotics and the New Humanoid Paradigm’ 
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Learn about and experience ancient 
Automata from Egypt, Greece, and Japan 
- robot predecessors, and the first Arab 
robot. 

In addition, the exhibition ’Design of 
Emotion’ will conduct collaborative and 
interactive research through visitor 
participation and a series of 
conversations.  
 
The ‘DESIGN OF EMOTION : Robotics 
and the New Humanoid Paradigm’ opens 
on Nov 13th, 2017. The exhibition will run 
until November 27th, 2017.  

As part of Dubai Design Week’s ‘Audi 
Innovation Talks,’ Dr. Nikolaos Mavridis, 
will be holding a talk on November 17th, 
2017 ( 5pm), at Audi Lounge, Ground 
Floor, Building 5, Dubai Design District 
(d3).  

About CHI-KA 
CHI-KA is a multifaceted practice, both a gallery 
and retail space, interested in exploring new 
boundaries and futures linking Japan and the 
Middle East. Connecting any two cultures reveals a 
fabric of invisible bridges that subtly connects all of 
mankind.  
 
CHI-KA works across different disciplines and hosts 
a diverse program of collaborations in fine art, 
fashion, design, craft, robotics, multimedia, and 
performance.  

CHI-KA is located in Alserkal Avenue 69 - Dubai  

Regular Opening Hours: Sat-Thu 11am-7pm  
Dubai Design Week Hours: Sat-Fri 11am-7pm 
Thurs, Nov. 16 until 8pm  
 
For more information, please contact  
Nina Valjarevic   
Co-Founder / Director  
CHI-KA   
+971507445911  
studio@chikaspace.com 

About Dr. Nikolaos Mavridis  
Dr. Nikolaos Mavridis is the founder and director of 
the UAE-based ‘Interactive Robots and Media 
Lab (IRML),’ and a PhD graduate from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). 
Among other positions, he served as asst. 
professor at New York University AD & Poly, asst. 
professor at UAEU, and researcher at NCSR 
Demokritos. Mavridis achieved wide global 
publicity for “IbnSina”, the first Arabic Speaking 
Humanoid robot, of which he is the creator, as well 
as “FaceBots”, the Microsoft award-recipient social 
robots.  Before his PhD from Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, he was awarded an M.Sc. 
from the University of California Los Angeles, and a 
M. Eng. (Summa Cum Laude) from the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki. His research interests 
include human–robot interaction, and especially 
verbal and non-verbal communication with robots, 
artificial intelligence, machine perception, and 
cognitive systems. 

Mavridis, and his work, has received significant 
media attention. He has given four TEDx talks so 
far, in Al Ain, Tunis, Athens and Geneva. He has 
spoken at the Council of Europe, and served as 
Judge for the Dubai Prime Minister’s Office 
“Robotics and AI for Good” and “Drones for 
Good” awards, as member of the MIT Educational 
Council, and in numerous more roles. His talks can 
be found online.  

About Ibn Sina Robot  
The Ibn Sina Robot is the world's 
first android robot with Arabic 
language conversational abilities. Ibn Sina was 
named after the famous polymath (Avicenna) of the 
11th century and was created at the Interactive 
Robots and Media Lab of the United Arab Emirates 
University. The robot is capable of facial 
expressions, hand gestures, Arabic language 
dialogue, face detection and face recognition. It 
was originally part of a novel Interactive Theatre 
installation, within a circular room with a diameter 
of 13 meters, containing a stage, a projection 
screen, and sensors. Experimentation regarding 
multiple forms of tele-participation in the theatre 
have taken place; such as live interactions between 
physically present robots and humans with avatars 
in online virtual worlds, and remote control of 
robots through brain-computer interfacing (BCI). 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